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Srinagar turns white following heavy snowfall on Saturday. Flights, rail services were suspended and the
Jammu-Srinagar highway closed, leaving around 200 vehicles stranded along the route ANI

Heavy snowfall throws
life out of gear in J&K

Cold wave grips
entire north India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, December 28

DAILY LIFE WAS thrown out of gearin
Kashmir as the season's heaviest
snowfall hit air, rail and road traffic
and disrupted power and water sup-
ply on Saturday while Uttarakhand
shivered duetosnowand intermittent
rain causing temperatures to dip.
Madhya Pradesh recorded
overnight showers due to a western
disturbance and other weather phe-
nomena. Rain also lashed parts of
Punjaband Haryana forasecond con-
secutive day while several places in
Rajasthan received light to moderate
showers. Delhi recorded 41.2 mm

rainfall in the 24 hours ended at 8.30
am.Anactivewesterndisturbanceand
itsinteraction with easterlywinds are
causinglight tomoderaterainfalland
thunderstorms over northwest and
central India, including Delhi-NCR,
the India Meteorological Department
(IMD) said.

In Jammu and Kashmir, chief min-
ister Omar Abdullah led the govern-
ment's response, directing deputy
commissioners to personally super-
vise snow clearance operations. Mod-
erate to heavy snowfall was recorded
across Kashmir from Friday. In south
Kashmir,heavytoveryheavy snowfall
was recorded in the plains while cen-
tral Kashmir's plains received moder-
ate snowfall. The plains of north Kash-
mir received light to moderate
snowfall, officials said. The Jammu-
Srinagar national highwaywas closed
fortrafficduetosnow.The snowclear-

AVRO INDIA LIMITED

CIN: L25200UP1996PLC101013
Regd. Office: A-7/36-39, South of G.T Road Industrial Area, Electrosteel Casting
Compound,Ghaziabad-201009, Uttar Pradesh,
Phone: 0120-4376091
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NOTICE OF EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING AND
E-VOTING INFORMATION

businesses as set out in the EGM Notice.

(‘NSDL’) at www.evoting.nsdl.com.

at the EGM.

change it subsequently.

provided in the EGM Notice.

a fair and transparent manner.

Date: December 28, 2024
Place: Ghaziabad

In compliance with applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 (‘the Act’) and
rules made thereunder, Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 as amended read with Circulars issued by
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (‘MCA’) and Securities and Exchange Board of India
(‘SEBI’), NOTICE is hereby given that the Extra Ordinary General Meeting (‘EGM’) of
the members of Avro India Limited (‘Company’) will be held on Sunday, January 19,
2025 at 01:00 p.m. (IST) through Video conferencing/Other Audio Visual Means (‘VC/
OAVM’), without the physical presence of the members at the EGM, to transact the

The venue of the meeting shall be deemed to be the registered office of the Company
i.e. A-7/36-39, South of G.T Road Industrial Area, Electrosteel Casting Compound,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-201009. The attendance of members attending through VC/
OAVM shall be counted for the purpose of reckoning the quorum for the EGM.

The EGM Notice has been sent only through electronic mode to those members whose
email ids are registered with the Company/Registrar and Share Transfer Agent (‘RTA)/
Depository Participant (‘DP’) as on Friday, December 27, 2024 in accordance with
General Circular No. 20/2020 dated May 05, 2020; 14/2020 dated April 08, 2020,
17/2020 dated April 13, 2020 and the subsequent circulars issued in this regard, the
latest being Circular No. 09/2024 dated September 19, 2024 issued by the MCA read
with SEBI Master Circular No. SEBI/HO/CFD/PoD2/CIR/P/2023/120 dated July 11,
2023 and SEBI Master Circular No. SEBI/HO/CFD/PoD2/CIR/P/0155 dated November
11, 2024. The emailing/dispatch of EGM Notice to all members has been completed on
December 28, 2024. The Notice of EGM is also available on the Company’s website at
https://www.avrofurniture.com, website of the stock exchanges i.e.
Stock Exchange of India Limited at https://www.nseindia.com, BSE Limited at

National

htttps://www.bseindia.com and on the website of National Securities Depository Limited

Members whose email ids are already registered with the Company/RTA/DP may follow
instructions for remote e-voting as well as e-voting at EGM as provided in the EGM
Notice. Members holding the shares in demat form who have not registered their email
IDs with Company/RTA or with respective DPs can temporarily get their email IDs
registered with the Company by emailing at cs@avrofurniture.com and follow the
temporary registration process as guided thereafter to receive the Notice of EGM which
inter-alia contains the instructions for attending the EGM through VC/OAVM. However,
for permanent registration of email id, members are requested to approach their
respective DPs and follow the process advised by DPs.

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 108 of the Act read with Rule 20 of the Companies
(Management and Administration) Rules, 2014 as amended from time to time, and
Regulation 44 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015, Members will be provided with the facility to cast their vote
electronically through remote e-voting facility (before the EGM) and e-voting facility at
the EGM on the resolutions set forth in EGM Notice. The facility of casting votes will be
provided by National Securities Depository Limited (‘NSDL’). Facility for e-voting at the
EGM will be made available to those members who are present in the EGM through VC/
OAVM and have not cast their vote on the resolutions through remote e-voting. The
Members who have cast their vote by remote e-voting prior to the EGM shall be eligible
to attend the EGM through VC/OAVM, but shall not be eligible for e-voting at the EGM.

In this regard, all the members are further informed that:

1. The Businesses as set forth in the EGM Notice will be transacted through voting by
electronic means in the form of e-voting.

2. The voting rights of Members shall be in proportion to their shares in the paid-up
equity share capital of the Company as on Sunday, January 12, 2025 i.e. Cut-off
date. Any person whose name is recorded in the register of member or in beneficial
owners maintained by the depositories as on the cut-off date Sunday, January 12,
2025 shall only be entitled to vote electronically through remote e-voting or e-voting

3. Any person who acquires the shares of the Company and becomes member of the
Company after sending the notice of the EGM and holding shares as on Cut-off date
i.e. Sunday, January 12, 2025 may obtain the login ID and password by sending an
email to evoting@nsdl.co.in or cs@avrofurniture.com by mentioning their Folio No/
DP ID and Client ID. However, if a person is already registered with NSDL for remote
e-voting, then existing User Id and password can be used for casting the votes.

4. The remote e-voting period shall commence on Thursday, January 16, 2025 at
(09:00 a.m. IST) and ends on Saturday, January 18, 2025 at (05;00 p.m. IST). The
remote e-voting module shall be disabled by NSDL for voting thereafter. Once the
vote on a resolution is cast by the member, the Member shall not be allowed to

5. Detailed process and manner of remote e-voting at the EGM, e-voting at the EGM
and instructions for attending the EGM through VC/OAVM for the members is being

6. In case of any queries, you may refer the Frequently Asked Question (FAQs) for
shareholders and e-voting user manual for shareholders available at download
section of www.evotingnsdl.com or call on toll free no: 1800 1020 990 and 1800 22
44 30 or send a request to Mr. Amit Vishal, Assistant Vice President, National
Securities Depository Limited, 4" Floor, ‘A" Wing, Trade World, Kamala Mills
Compound, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai-400013 at evoting@nsdl.co.in
who will also address the grievances connected with the voting by electronic means.

7. The Board of Directors of the Company has appointed Mr. Lalit Chaturvedi,
proprietor of M/s Chaturvedi & Company, Practicing Company Secretary as
scrutinizer to scrutinize the process for remote e-voting and e-voting at the EGM in

8. The Results shall be declared within two working days of the conclusion of the EGM
and the same, along with Consolidated Scrutinizer’s Report shall be placed on the
website of the Company (www.avrofurniture.com) and shall be communicated to
National Stock Exchange of India Limited and BSE Limited.

(Company Secretary & Compliance Officer)

For Avro India Limited
Sd/-
Sumit Bansal

ance work was hampered due to
heavy snowfall at the Navyug Tunnel,
they said.

Train services on the Banihal-
Baramulla section were suspended
due to heavy snow accumulation on
the tracks, railway officials said. Air
traffic to and from Srinagar was also
affected, with flight operations sus-
pended,airport officials said. Stuck in
the snow, while many sulked, some
chose to allay their hardships by play-
ing cricket inside the out-of-bounds
8.5-km Navyug Tunnel in Kashmir.

Many were forced to spend the
nightinside theirvehiclesin the freez-
ing temperature. In a heartwarming
display of Kashmiri hospitality,locals
in Gund, on the Srinagar-Sonamarg
highway, opened the doors of a
mosque tosheltera group of travellers
from Punjab stranded due to the
heavy snowfall.

'Punjab farmers

call for Kisan
Mahapanchayat
on Januvary 4

FARMERS, ONAwarpathagainstthe
Centre, on Saturday called for a
"Kisan Mahapanchayat" at the
Khanauri protest site on January 4.

Samyukta Kisan Morcha (Non-
political) and Kisan Mazdoor Mor-
chahadearliergivena call fora Pun-
jabbandh on December 30.

The steps come amid the
Supreme Court coming down heav-
ilyonthe Punjab government fornot
shifting farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal,who has been fasting for
overamonth,toahospital.

SKM (non-political) leader Kaka
Singh Kotra,said the 70-year-old has
been onanindefinite hunger strike,
whichenteredits 33rd dayon Satur-
day."On January 4 at Khanauri, we
willhold abig Kisan Mahapanchayat
inwhich farmersfromvariousstates
will participate,'Kotratold reporters
at Khanauri protest site.

On Saturday, while it admon-
ished the Punjab government, the
Supreme Court also indicated the
possibility that Dallewal may have
not been allowed to be taken to a
hospital by other farmer leaders.
Respondingtoit,Dallewal,inavideo
message,said,"Iamsittingonafast.
Who gavethisreportinthe Supreme
Court and who spread this miscon-
ception that I have been kept
hostage, where did such a thing
come from?

Headded,"Seven lakh farmers of
this countryhave committed suicide
duetodebt.Tosave farmersisneces-
sary,therefore,Iamsittinghere,Jam
not under anyone's pressure.’ In his
message, Dallewal also said he had
written a letter to the Supreme
Court, requesting it to direct the
Centre to accept the farmers'
demands, including a legal guaran-
tee of the minimum support price
on crops. —PTI

All states, UTs to
draft labour code
rules by March

Several minor offences were
decriminalised via the codes, while
skill development and dispute reso-
lution have been accorded due prior-
ity. Meanwhile, the ministry also is
working towards development of a
framework for social security cover-
age to gigand platform workers, said
the release. Extensive stakeholder
consultations were conducted with
aggregators, knowledge partners,
platform worker organisations, and
state/UTs this year to ensure a com-
prehensive understanding of the
Social Security Code, 2020, and to
develop collaborative approaches for
a social security framework tailored
to gig and platform workers, it said.
Also, a collaborative study is being
undertaken with the International
Labour Organization (ILO) to com-
prehensively assess various factors
related to platform workers.“These
include the number of platform
workers, prevalent business models,
potential schemes, financial implica-
tions (such as aggregator turnover
and contributions),and a roadmap
for implementing a social security
scheme for platform workers,” the
release said.

Within a year,
Maruti Fronx
outsells sibling
Baleno

In this successful rebranding
exercise, Maruti Suzuki has possibly
learnt from its previous mistake. In
2015,when S-Cross was launched, it
was branded and advertised as ‘the
premium crossover’—a crossoverisa
body type that fuses the elements of
an SUVwith ahatchback.

When the same car was given a
faceliftin 2018, itwasbranded as‘the
refined SUV’.The idea was to attract
SUVbuyers,but it failed so badly that
Maruti Suzuki had todiscontinue the
model. The reason was that the
facelift was marginal—the new S-
Crossdidn’tlookvastlydifferent than
the older one—and it was difficult to
convince thebuyerhowcanthesame
model be first sold as a crossover and
overnight rebranded asan SUV.

The Baleno-Fronx case is differ-
ent.Visual changes are substantial,
and thereisa clear message from the
brand to the buyer that Balenois a
hatchback, Fronx is an urban SUV,
and if you want an authentic, 4x4
SUV,thereisJimny.“It’snotarebrand;
it’sanewbrand,’the executive said.

Fronx is also offered to Toyota—
under the global Toyota-Suzuki plat-
form-sharing agreement— which
sells it as Taisor. Taisor has sold
20,207 units till now starting May
(2,180 units), June (3,184), July
(2,640),August (3,213), September
(2,278),0ctober(3,092),and Novem-
ber (3,620).If Fronx and Taisor sales
are added, the joint entity becomes
India’s largest-selling car model.

Will go towar on
it, says Elon Musk

While the discourse on immigra-
tionin the US usually centresaround
illegal entrants via the US-Mexico
border, legal ways such as the H-1B
programme have also come under
intense scrutiny over the past week.
The H-1B programme allows busi-
nessesinthe US toemployskilled for-
eign nationals.

Between October 2022 and Sep-
tember 2023, 72% of the nearly 4
lakhvisasissued underthe H-1B pro-
gramme went to Indian nationals.
During the same period, top four
Indian IT majors with a presence in
the US — namely Infosys, TCS, HCL,
and Wipro - obtained approval for
around 20,000 employees toworkon
H-1Bvisa, as per the latest US Citi-
zenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) data. Musk’s sharp and
assertive take comesdaysafteracon-
troversybroke out overthe H-1Bvisas
prompted bytheappointment of Sri-
ram Krishnan as an adviser on artifi-
cialintelligence policyin the upcom-
ing Trump administration.Krishnan
had said in November, “Anything to
remove country caps for green
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November, 2024.

DECLARATION OF THE RESULTS OF POSTAL BALLOT

Pursuant to Section 108 and Section 110 of the Companies Act, 2013 (* The Act”)
read with Rule 20 and Ruie 22 of Companies (Management and Adminisiration)
Rules, 2014, approval of Members of the Company was sought through Postal Ballot
Wotice far the appointment of Mr. Dingsh Kurnar Sindwani (DIN: 02317 742) as a Non-
Executive Independent Director of the Company for a period of five years w.e.f 250

Basaed on the Scrutinizer Report dated December 28, 2024, the result for Postal Ballot
for the Appointment of the Independent Director, as declared, is as under -

Particulars Number
Voies in Favour of Besolution 95.91%
Voles against Resohution 04.09%

Resolution

Date: 28.12.2024
Place: Phillaur

Accordingly, the Resolution 1 as set out in Postal Ballot Notice dated Novernber 25,
2024 was passed by Members with the requisite majority of votes casted in favour of
For Mrs. Bectors Food Specialities Limited

Company Secretary and Compliance Officer

8d/-
Atul Sud

M.No. F10412
financialexp.epaptin

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

India to toast new year on a cocktail high

AS PERJONAS Ax,advocacylead,Bac-
ardi, India, consumers are now
embracing bold, vibrant flavours,
with fruity (66%), sweet (53%),and
spicy(509%) cocktailsleading theway
for the next 12 months, as per the
cocktail trendsreport.“It’s the perfect
time torecommend cocktailslike the
Patron Picante, especially as tequila
continues to steal the spotlight,” he
said. Siya Negi, head of the bar pro-
gramme at The Leela Palace, New
Delhi, agreed. “Picante has emerged
as a perfect representation of India's
rich heritage of spices. Known for its
bold, yet balanced spicy kick, this
cocktail resonates deeply with the
Indian palate,”she said.

Atipriya Sarawat, co-founder of
cocktail bar Asper in Gurugram,
added: “Savoury and spicy cocktails
that are spirit-forward are hugely in
demand, such as Picante. The popu-
larity of tequila, whether straight or
as a cocktail base, will continue to
grow. Cocktails with sparkling wine
or champagne are gaining momen-
tum aswell,”she said.

Mumbeai’s Slink & Bardot restau-
rant, too, is using tequila asa cocktail
base to usher in the festive season.
From the cozy Mexican Eggnog,alus-
cious blend of Patrdn Silver tequila,
house horchata, and eggnog mix, to
the classic Cielo Old Fashioned that
elevates Patron El Cielo tequila with
agave and slinky bitters, there’s
something to suit every palate. We
will see cocktails infused with fer-
mented ingredients, said Govind
Dossad, head bartender at The Mis-
sion Bay, a San Francisco-themed
restaurant in New Delhi. “They have
the potentialtoaddaboldyet natural
complexity to drinks. Hyper-local
ingredientsand zero-waste mixology
are becoming the new cornerstones
of innovation, reflecting a deeper
connection to sustainability and
unique flavours,”he added.

Mindful drinking will be a key
trend in 2025, said Sarthak Batra,
mixologist at Ikigai by Cafe Delhi
Heights in Defence Colony, New
Delhi.“The growing focus on inclu-
sivityandwellnesswill drivedemand
for multi-sensory cocktails,low-ABV

cards/unlock skilled immigration
would be huge””

With Krishnan favouring the abil-
ity to bring more skilled immigrants
into the US under the H-1B pro-
gramme, right winger Laura Loomer
criticised the stance tobe“not Amer-
ica First policy” and said the tech
executives who have aligned them-
selves with Trump were doing so to
enrich themselves.Thishasreopened
the debate of immigration of skilled
workers, with Musk, Krishnan and
fellow tech entrepreneur Vivek
Ramaswamy — whowas a presiden-
tial candidatein the primariesbefore
dropping out and has now been
tapped by Trump to cut the size of the
USgovernmentbyathird — support-
ingthe H-1Bvisa programmeevenas
right-wingers have criticised it.

Immigration was an important
politicalhot-buttonissueinthe 2024
US presidential elections, where
Trump had promised to shut down
illegal immigration at the southern
border and start a mass deportation
effort. However, the current debate
focuses on legal immigrants.

Technology companies say H-1B
visas for skilled workers, used by soft-
ware engineers and others in the
industry, are critical for hard-to-fill
positions. But critics have said they
undercut US citizens who could take
those jobs. Some on the right have
called for the programme to be elimi-
nated, not expanded.

Born in South Africa, Musk was
once on an H-1B visa himself and
defended theindustry’sneed tobring
in foreign workers.“There is a perma-
nent shortage of excellent engineer-
ingtalent,’hesaid ina post,adding,“It
is the fundamental limiting factor in
Silicon Valley”

Trump has not said anything on
the debate playing out online so far.
But as a presidential candidate in
2016,hehad called the H-1Bvisa pro-
gramme “verybad”and “unfair’forUS
workers. Ramaswamy, co-chair of
Trump’s new Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency (DOGE) alongside
Musk,hasblamed thelackof US-born
engineers on American culture, sug-
gesting thatit has“venerated medioc-
rity over excellence for way too long”.
His comments were not received well

by fellow conservatives.
Former United Nations ambas-
sador Nikki Haley slammed

Ramaswamy, arguing that there is
“nothingwrongwith American work-
ersorAmerican culture”.“Allyou have
todoislookat theborderand see how
many want what we have,” she wrote
onX.“Weshould beinvestingand pri-
oritizing in Americans, not foreign
workers,’she had said.

Hundreds line
up to bid adieu
to Dr Singh

At the AICC headquarters, party
workers, dignitaries, including those
from other countries,and the general
publichad gathered tocatchaglimpse
of themanwho fought hardship toget
an education, opened India to the

options,and mocktails,’he explained.
Batra said innovative garnishes such
as edible flowers, dehydrated fruit,
dust,and flavoured ice cubeswill ele-
vate presentation to create visually
stunning cocktails. “Timeless mas-
terpiecesreimaginedwith fresh, sea-
sonal twists and culinary-inspired
ingredients like pineapple foam,
honeyfoam,homemade cordial,and
spices will further add depth and
complexity to cocktails,”he added.

The current trendisallaboutbold
yet balanced flavours and nature-
inspired cocktails.“Guests are drawn
to cold-pressed ingredients, home-
made syrups,and garnishes that ele-
vate the drink while keeping it
refreshing and clean. Gin- and rum-
based cocktails infused with botani-
cals, fruits,and herbs will dominate
the scene,’said Viju Raj,mixologistat
Blag & Wyte, Delhi.Aswe close 2024,
agave spirits will continue to domi-
nate the spotlight this new year, said
Rakshay Dhariwal, founder & MD of
Maya Pistola Agavepura, and Pass
Code Hospitality,a boutique hospi-
tality firm. “At our cocktail bar PCO
Delhi, two of our signature cocktails,
Eve’s Choice and Bad Reputation
from our new menu, The Forbidden,
have become crowd favourites —and
it’s no surprise that both are agave-
based,’headded.

According toVikram Achanta, co-
founder of 30BestBarsIndia, a bar
ranking platform, and CEO &
founder of Tulleeho, a beverage edu-
cation, training,and consulting com-
pany, Irish coffee is making a big
comeback as the perfect winter
warmer,especiallyduring the festive

world beforebecomingits primemin-
ister for two consecutive terms.

Despite the hundreds gathered
there, silence enveloped the AICC
headquarters. Party workers queued
up,in awinding line, each holding a
white gladiolus flower.As the convoy
carrying Dr Singh’s mortal remains,
placed on a truck adorned with
marigold flowers,madeitswaytothe
Nigambodh Ghat, a long trail of cars
followed. Many others chose tofollow
on foot, running to keep pace, not
wanting to be left behind. Residents
of jhuggi-jhopdi clustersand govern-
ment flatsstepped out of theirhomes
towatch. Those stuck in traffic left
their cars, many taking photographs
to capturethe moment.Along queue
of people waited near India Gate.

Evenwhileraisingsloganssuchas
‘Manmohan Singh amar rahe’ and
‘Jabtak surajchand rahega, Manmo-
han tera naam rahega) people
seemed subdued, mournful — an
emotional tribute to a leader whose
legacy transcended politics.

On hearing the news of Singh’s
passing Thursday night, Pandit Atre
Ram Khatri,a Congressworker forover
40 years and a resident of Rae Bareli,
first tookabus to Lucknow,and thena
train to Delhi.

On Saturday morning, Khatri was
at the Congress headquarters to catch
onelastglimpse ofaleaderwithwhom
he had crossed paths two or three
times.“This one time, I was passing by
hisresidence,carryinga Congress flag
inmyhand. He stopped me and asked
how I was doing, how my family was
doing. I was extremely touched by
this” Among the foreign dignitaries
presentwasAbed Elrazeg Abu Jazer, the
Palestine Charge d’Affaires,who came
with a wreath on behalf of his people.
“Wehad avery good relationshipwith
him,” he told reporters.“Throughout
his tenure, he (Singh) had been sup-
portive. He provided us with land to
establish the Palestinian embassy in
Delhi. We are deeply saddened by his
demise.Hewas notjusta senior politi-
cianbutalsoaremarkable economist,’
abu Jazer said.

Shashank, a software engineer
working in Bangkok, said, “I took a
flightassoonasIheard thenewsofhis
demise.]am not associated with the
Congressinanyway,butIreallyadmire
hislegacy”

Shahendra Kumar, a resident of
Malviya Nagar,was therewith hiswife.
“I'belong to the education sector. He
was the first politician from the edu-
cation sector who reached such great
heights,allbecause of hisintellectand
hard work, which I have always
admired.I once met him and even got
aphotograph clicked.Backin2011,he
was a guest at my child’s school func-
tion. He was extremely cordial”When
the queuewouldn’t move,impatience
took over. Some began jumping over
barricades. Eventually, the procession
moved on to Nigambodh Ghat.

Ruhi, an accountant working fora
lawfirm,said,“IamherebecauseIhave
seen mylife changebecause of hisbril-
liant policies. Liberalisation made a
huge difference. I would not have
received the opportunities I have had if

New Delhi

season. “It combines the rich, warm-
ing notes of Irish whiskey with the
bold flavours of coffee—a pairing that
resonates with India’s growing love
for specialty coffee and craft spirits,
especially with homegrown coffee
liqueurs on therise,”he said.

It’s the perfect time to celebrate
with fun and festive cocktails and to
add excitement to the occasion, said
Gurjas Sahni, founder & MD of Loca:
The Social House in GK-I, Delhi.“We
are going with the traditional cock-
tail with a touch of new world
flavours. From EggNog to Santa
Sparkle,we have avariety of hot/cold
drinks and bubbles in our menu,” he
added. ‘The 18th Hole’, which is
inspired by the tranquil greens of the
Delhi Golf Course and is a refreshing
take on the classic Negroni,should be
on everyone’s list this new year, said
Mancino of The Oberoi, talking about
his personal favourite. “Crafted with
strawberriesinfused in Bacardi Ocho
using sous vide technique, blended
withrich chocolateessenceand Cam-
pari, it offers a contemporary twist,”
headded.

The rise of technology is reshap-
ing theway consumers explore cock-
tails, with nine in ten (92%) Indians
showinginterestinAl-driven recom-
mendations for personalised drink
options tailored to their taste prefer-
ences, previous choices, and the
mood or occasion, as per the Bacardi
Cocktail Trends Report. However,
three-quartersexpress concernsthat
Al might lack the emotional and
artistic flair that human bartenders
bring to their craft. Despite techno-
logical advancements, the human
touch remains vital, with 44% of
Indian respondents still relying on
bartender recommendations to dis-
covernew cocktails,as perthereport.

The cocktail scene in 2025 is
poised for a shift that emphasises
flavour, sustainability and story-
telling. “Classic cocktails, especially
bold, spirit-forward ones,are making
a comeback—reinvented with mod-
ern twists and innovative pairings,’
said Peeyush Sinha, director of F&B,
JWMarriott Bengaluru Prestige Golf-
shire Resort and Spa.

hehad not pushed the nation to grow.”
Askedifbeingunabletoapproachhim
to pay her respects bothered her, she
said,“Hewasloved by many; thewhole
nation is mourning.It’s fine.I canalso
mourn fromadistance.”

Meanwhile, the Congress targeted
the government over the cremation
site.Urging the governmenttoallocate
aplaceinthe Capital foramemorial to
former Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, the Congress suggested that
space for the memorial can even be
carved out of the Shakti Sthal area
where the memorial to Indira Gandhi
islocated.The Congress,in fact,wanted
Singh’s cremation at a place where a
memorial could bebuiltin hishonour.

However, BJP president JP Nadda
said the Centre had allocated space for
Manmohan Singh's memorial and
informed his family about it as he
accused the Congress of indulging in
"cheap politics" overthe former prime
minister's cremation. "Yet, the Con-
gressisspreadinglies,'hesaid,adding,
"Rahul Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge
and other Congress leaders should
refrain from indulging in such cheap
politics.'On Saturday,after Singh’slast
ritesat Nigambodh Ghat, the Congress
againtargeted the government,saying
ithad“insulted”the former PM.Leader
of Opposition Rahul Gandhi said by
getting Singh’s last rites done at
Nigambodh Ghat, the government
had“insulted”the“great son of Mother
India and the Sikh community’s first
Prime Minister”.

“Till date,honouring thedignity of
all former Prime Ministers, their last
rites were performed at authorised
burial sites so that every person could
havethelast darshanand payhomage
without any inconvenience. Dr Man-
mohan Singh deserves our highest
respect and a memorial. The govern-
ment should have shown respect to
this great son of the country and his
proud community,’ Gandhi said.

His sister and Wayanad MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra too slammed
the government: “By not providingan
adequate place forthe cremation of Dr
Manmohan Singh, the government
has not done justice to the dignity of
the post of a former Prime Minister,
the personality of Dr Singh, his legacy
and the self-respecting Sikh commu-
nity.”“Earlier, all former Prime Minis-
tersweregiventhehighesthonourand
respect. Dr Manmohan Singhji
deserves this honour and Samadhi
Sthal. Today the whole world is
remembering his contribution. The
government should have thought
beyond politics and narrow-minded-
ness in this matter,” she said, adding,
“Thismorning, felt thiswhenIsawDr
Manmohan Singhji’s familymembers
struggling forspaceatthe funeralsite,
trying to find space in the crowd, and
the general publicinconvenienced due
to lack of space and paying tribute
from the road outside.”

Incidentally, it was the UPA gov-
ernment headed by Singh that had
blocked demands forseparate memo-
rials.In 201 3,the UPA Cabinet decided
toset upacommon memorial ground
— the Rashtriya Smriti Sthal at Raj
Ghat — inview of paucity of space.
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